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Other than several skill-building apps and educational games, the first app I bought for extensive use in the 
classroom is GarageBand.

I have often envied guitar playing teachers that can strum their instrument in their lap while singing the morn-
ing weather song or happy birthday, or even gather the students with a single chord.  I do play piano, but 
sitting behind an old upright while expecting the three-year-olds to sing along and follow the beat may be a bit 
much.

Enter GarageBand.

With the provided piano, percussion and guitar tools, I can play and record the accompaniment to any of my 
preschool songs.  The standard iPad voice recorder was clear enough to add the lyrics, and I could even 
change my voice to mimic a monster, chipmunk, bullhorn or robot.  
(and account for room acoustics!)  I can also hold the iPad in my 
lap and strum chords to accompany songs on the fly during circle 
time - no prerecording necessary.

Many of my piano and songbooks have guitar chords noted above 
the staff, making songs easy to accompany.  When you are play-
ing songs with the guitar, piano or bass in GarageBand; make 
sure you are playing in the correct key.  Chances are, if a song 
begins and end with a C chord, it is in the Key of C, etc.

The autoplay knob strums and arpeggiates chords beautifully, and positioning fingers differently or playing the 
top or bottom of the instrument screen also gives you varied effects. 

One of my favorite functions of GarageBand is the ability to copy a song 
once you have it perfected.  Do you know how many ways we sing "Here we 
go round the mulberry bush" in preschool?  This is the way we wash our 
hands....This is the way we clean our room...This is the way we sit and 
learn...  I only need to make the background accompaniment once, then 
copy the song and rename after adding new lyrics.  I can also leave one 
version blank, and let the kids make up their own songs to our popular 
tunes.

Another classic use of GarageBand is using it to record audio books for students, or even instructions.  
Recording page turns is helpful, and there are a couple ways to add those.  One way is to simply play a 
handheld chime or other instrument while recording your voice.  You could also record one track of your voice 
reading the story and then record a second track of simple piano or guitar chords strummed when the reader 
needs to turn a page.  Simple drum beats work well, too, along with the multitude of synthesizers or special-
ized guitars.
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When I have taught students a few years beyond preschool, there were 
often situations when procedure pads and Social Stories were reviewed 
daily before beginning certain activities.  Using GarageBand to record 
your voice (or a student or parent voice) reading through the specific 
procedure could be extremely helpful, and in older students could be a 
great strategy for self-calming and coping.

When recording your voice or tracks, make sure that you are not limited 
to the standard setting of eight bars.  If you know how many measures you want your piece to include, 
set it; otherwise, choose the automatic setting to let the recording run as long as you play.

I also envision some wonderful oppotunties to discuss rhythm and patterns 
using the Smart Drum grid. 

Just as in the full version of GarageBand, the possibilities are endless for 
creating background tracks for student movies, puppet shows, photo 
montages, etc.

What do you do with your new tunes?  I send them to iTunes on my iPad, sync them with iTunes on my 
classroom or personal Mac, edit them further with a desktop/laptop version of GarageBand, and can 
even email tunes straight from the iPad.

iTunes and full versions of GarageBand give you the ability to add photos to chapters in your podcasts 
and assign a photo to songs or stories.  A simple photo of the front cover of a book or the concept of a 
song will help my preschoolers find a song or story and get started independently in the classroom.

Could a student also find the correct audio cassete or CD and plunk it into a player independently?  
Yes.  But these are digital natives; used to gadgets and devices, and facing a future of rapidly evolving 
technology.  GarageBand is a great tool for teachers to expand their technology skills and for students 
to utilize technology across the curriculum.


